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Islamic Religious Education (PAI) plays an integral role in
shaping holistic character, including the development of
soft skills in individuals. This article aims to examine the
importance of developing soft skills through Islamic
Religious Education to achieve success both personally and
professionally. The research method used in this study is
library research, the data sources are collected from books,
website articles and previous studies. The data obtained

was analyzed in depth and detail to understand the
phenomenon in a broader context, as well as to draw
relevant conclusions to outline the concept and application
of PAI in the context of this skill development. The
purpose of the study was to present a comprehensive view
of how PAI can effectively play a role in training skills
such as leadership, communication, and teamwork. The
results show that PAI positively contributes to building
characters with integrity, empathy, and responsibility,
communication skills, critical thinking, and leadership,
almost in all areas of study presented in the data table. The
integration of PAI in the learning process can create an
educational environment that encourages the development
of soft skills, preparing individuals to face the complex
challenges of the future.
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1. Introduction

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a very important role in shaping the
holistic character of individuals. As a discipline, PAI not only introduces spiritual
and moral values, but also has the potential to be the main foundation for the
development of essential soft skills (Ayuni et al., 2024). One approach that can
enrich the understanding of the role of PAI in developing soft skills is the theory
of constructivism. This theory, popularized by Jean Piaget and Lev Vygotsky,
emphasizes that learning occurs when individuals actively construct knowledge
and skills through experience and social interaction (Tamrin et al., 2011). In the
context of PAI, constructivism can help explain how the religious values taught
are not only understood cognitively, but also applied in daily life through social
experiences, self-reflection, and collaboration with others (Rila et al., 2021). In
this context, this research focuses on how the integration of PAI in the learning
process can be the key to building soft skills in individuals. The method used in
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this study is library research, which allows in-depth exploration of the concept
and application of PAI in the context of developing these skills.

The background of this research arises from the urgent need for soft skills
development amid the dynamics of modern society. Technological advancement
and rapid social change require individuals to have not only academic knowledge,
but also strong interpersonal skills (Yudhawati et al., 2023). Islamic Religious
Education, with the moral and ethical values taught, has great potential to help
shape characters who are not only intelligent, but also have integrity, empathy,
and adaptability (Eryandi, 2023). A number of related studies have previously
highlighted the role of Islamic Religious Education in shaping individual
character and morality. However, few studies have specifically explored the
relationship between Islamic Religious Education and soft skills development.
Therefore, this study attempts to fill this knowledge gap by providing in-depth
insights into the contribution of Islamic Religious Education in building skills
such as leadership, communication and teamwork. The expected benefits of the
results of this research are not only limited to the scope of formal education.

By understanding and applying the concepts of Islamic Religious Education in
developing soft skills, it is hoped that the results of this research can make a
positive contribution to society at large. This article also proposes a concrete
solution to the problem of the imbalance between skills needs and the current
educational curriculum by further integrating Islamic Religious Education in
formal education. Through a library research approach, this study aims to provide
an in-depth understanding of the concept of PAI and how its integration can
improve the quality of soft skills development. Thus, this article is expected to
provide a strong foundation for stakeholders in the field of education to support
the implementation of PAI integration as an effective strategy in building
character and skills needed to face the complexity of the modern world.

2. Methodology

The research method used in this article is library research or literature study.
Zakariah et al (2020) state that literature research, apart from looking for
secondary data sources that will support research, is also needed to find out where
the science related to research has developed, to what extent there are conclusions
and generalizations that have been made so that the necessary situation is
obtained. The steps of this research include an in-depth process of exploring
literature sources, scientific articles, books, and other related documents related to
the integration of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in the development of soft
skills. The research began with the identification of the research topic and the
formulation of clear research questions to guide the literature search. The search
was conducted systematically in various academic databases, digital libraries, and
other literature sources. Literature selection is based on relevance to the research
focus, research quality, and source credibility. Literature research performs data
acquisition techniques through exploration and conceptual interpretation of
various literatures relevant to the object of research (Sugiyono, 2019). After
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collecting sufficient literature, a thorough analysis of the findings supporting or
opposing the relationship between the integration of Islamic Religious Education
and the development of soft skills was conducted. The results of this analysis are
then presented clearly in the form of narratives, tables and diagrams to provide a
comprehensive picture of the contribution of Islamic Religious Education in the
development of soft skills. This research process not only provides a solid
theoretical foundation, but also provides deep insight into how the literature
supports the view that the integration of Islamic Religious Education can shape

character and interpersonal skills in individuals.

3.

Results and Discussion

Results

Table 1. Data Extraction Results

No

3

Author and Year
(Lusyana, 2024)

(Silviana, 2018)

(Fitriyah et al., 2023)

Subject/Field
PAI

PAI

PAI

Implication of PAI in Soft Skills
PAI can play an effective role in
practicing skills such as leadership,
communication, and teamwork.
The results highlighted the positive
contribution of PAI in shaping
characters with integrity, empathy,
and responsibility.

The findings of this study conclude
that: first, that the development of
soft  skills  through  Islamic
education at SMK Daarut Tauhid
Boarding School is motivated by
the aim/desire that students have
the ability to understand the
positive and negative things in
facing the advancement of
information and communication
technology today through the
cultivation of religious education
values. Second, the scope of soft
skills development implemented at
SMK Daarut Tauhid Boarding
School includes: moral and
professional ethics skills,
entrepreneurship skills and
leadership skills. Third, the strategy
used by SMK Daarut Tauhid
Boarding School in developing soft
skills through Islamic education is
through an integrated curriculum
where soft skills values are
integrated into several subjects,
studies, activities and cultural
concepts.

This research shows that internal
campus organizations are very
important in developing student
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soft skills. Among many soft skills,
there are three most important
ones, namely communication
skills, critical thinking, and
leadership. Communication skills
are very important to train
confidence to speak in public.
Leadership skills are also very
important to train responsibility
and decision making. Critical
thinking is very important in
training mindset and analyzing a
problem and finding a solution.
Organizational — experience can
develop students' soft skills.

Based on the results of data analysis of this study, the findings obtained in this
study illustrate the positive contribution of PAI in shaping characters with
integrity, empathy, responsibility, communication skills, critical thinking, and
leadership. Seen in the table of subjects or in the field of PAI can be used in the
development of Soft Skills of students and proven effective. This study shows that
the development of soft skills through Islamic Religious Education aims to enable
students to understand the positive and negative things related to the advancement
of information and communication technology, by instilling religious values. The
scope of soft skills development includes moral and professional ethical skills,
entrepreneurship, and leadership. The strategy used is to integrate soft skills
values in the curriculum through subjects, studies, activities, and school culture.

Positive Contribution of Islamic Education in Soft Skills Development

The results of this study reveal a significant positive contribution of Islamic
Religious Education (PAI) in the development of soft skills in individuals. The
integration of PAI in the education curriculum opens up opportunities to form
holistic characters who are not only academically intelligent (Ridho & Damairi,
2024). But also equipped with essential interpersonal skills. One of the main
aspects that emerged from the findings of this study is the influence of PAI in
shaping effective communication skills. Through the teaching of ethical values
and morality in Islam, students not only learn to speak politely and wisely, but
also develop empathetic listening skills (Masyhuri & Adawiyah, 2024).

In addition, PAI's contribution is also manifested in the development of teamwork
skills. The principles of solidarity, mutual respect, and social responsibility taught
in PAI become the basis for students to work together effectively in groups
(Kurniaroh & Suharti, 2016). This strengthens collaboration and builds an
environment that supports mutual growth. This finding is consistent with the
concept of Islamic education that emphasizes the importance of teamwork and
mutual assistance in achieving common goals. Furthermore, an equally important
aspect is the role of PAI in shaping ethical leadership (Fatmawati, 2020). Students
are taught to understand that leadership is not only about authority, but also about
justice, wisdom, and service to others. The integration of Islamic leadership
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values such as fairness, trustworthiness, and responsibility is the foundation for
producing leaders who are not only effective but also have high integrity
(Haqgani, 2025).

The positive impact of PAI integration is not only seen in the context of formal
education, but also permeates students' daily lives. They tend to show higher
tolerance, adaptability to change, and have strong social awareness (Nuraya,
2024). This influence creates individuals who are not only successful in their
careers, but also become positive contributors in society (Ngatminiati et al.,
2024). However, it needs to be recognized that while PAI's contribution to the
development of these soft skills is important, there are also challenges and
complexities that need to be addressed. Therefore, an in-depth understanding of
the implementation of effective and contextual PAI learning methods is crucial to
maximize this positive potential. Overall, the results of this study highlight that
PAI is not just a religious subject, but also a key pillar in shaping the character
and interpersonal skills needed by individuals to face the complex dynamics of the
modern world. The integration of PAI in learning has a profound and positive
impact, creating individuals who are not only intellectually intelligent, but also
have ethical sensitivity and strong soft skills.

The Impact on Student Character and Morality

The impact of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) integration on students'
character and morality is a critical aspect that emerged as a result of this study.
Findings show that PAI has a significant role in shaping students' character and
morality (Nurmalasari et al., 2024), creating far-reaching positive impacts in
various aspects of their lives. One of the striking impacts is the improvement of
ethical and moral values in students' behavior (Gowasa et al., 2024). The learning
of Islamic values taught through PAI becomes the foundation for the development
of characters with high integrity. Students not only internalize concepts such as
honesty, justice, and simplicity, but also apply them in their daily lives.

Contextually integrated Islamic moral education provides a clear view of what is
considered good and right, guiding students to make ethical and responsible
decisions (Daryanto & Ernawati, 2024). This positive impact is also seen in
increasing students' empathy and tolerance. Through PAI learning, students are
instilled with an understanding of the need to understand and appreciate
differences, both in the context of religion, culture, and worldview (Olivia et al.,
2024). This creates students who are not only able to work in a multicultural
environment, but can also contribute to building an inclusive and civilized society.
The importance of social responsibility also emerges as a positive impact of PAI
integration on students' characters. Students are taught to understand that their
every action has consequences, both to themselves and the surrounding
environment.

The concepts of trust and social care in Islam form the foundation for students to
develop a responsible attitude towards themselves and society (Daulay et al.,
2023). However, it should be noted that the formation of students' character and
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morality through PAI integration is also faced with several challenges. For
example, the influence of the environment outside schools and colleges can affect
the character building process. Therefore, it is important to continuously evaluate
and improve PAI teaching methods to remain relevant and effective in achieving
the goal of building students' character and morality. Overall, the positive impact
on students' character and morality resulting from the integration of PAI makes a
meaningful contribution in shaping individuals who are not only intellectually
intelligent, but also have ethical and moral personalities. This creates a strong
foundation for students to develop into individuals who are not only successful in
their careers, but also have a positive contribution in building a better society.

Understanding the Role of PAI in Developing Soft Skills

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) has a fundamental role in developing soft skills
in individuals (Sihotang, 2025). This role involves aligning Islamic ethical, moral,
and spiritual values with the development of interpersonal abilities that are highly
valued in personal and professional life. First of all, PAI contributes to the
development of effective communication skills (Iskandarsyah & Nasution, 2024).
Through the teaching of Islamic teachings on politeness, respect for others, and
the importance of speaking wisely, students are invited to understand how
important good communication is in interacting with others. Furthermore, the role
of PAI includes the formation of teamwork skills. Concepts such as ukhuwah
(brotherhood) and gotong royong in Islam provide the basis for students to
understand the importance of working together and supporting each other in
achieving common goals (Mardiani et al., 2023).

Islamic Religious Education helps shape the inclusive and cooperative attitudes
that are essential in a complex social environment. Islamic Religious Education
also plays a significant role in the development of ethical leadership skills.
Students are taught to understand that leadership is not only about decision-
making, but also about service to others. Islamic leadership values, such as
fairness, trustworthiness, and responsibility, become the foundation for producing
leaders who lead with high morality (Muliyandari & Arafah, 2023). In addition,
PAI contributes to the formation of empathy and tolerance skills (S et al., 2024).
Through an understanding of universal values in Islam, students are taught to
appreciate differences and have empathy for the experiences and worldviews of
others which can create individuals who can work in a multicultural environment
and respect diversity.

It is important to note that the role of PAI is not limited to the formation of soft
skills at the individual level, but also includes positive influence at the social
level. Through the integration of Islamic values in education, PAI helps shape a
society based on ethics and morality, creating a strong foundation for cooperation
and harmony in society (Yuliana et al., 2024). Overall, an understanding of the
role of PAI in developing soft skills confirms that religious education not only
provides religious insights, but also shapes individuals who have the character
qualities and interpersonal skills needed to face various challenges in the modern
world.
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Relevance of Developing Soft Skills

The development of soft skills has enormous relevance in the context of
education, both at the school level and the university level. Some relevant aspects
that need to be considered are as follows (Sinthiya & Rahman, 2022):

a Holistic Learning: Soft skills include aspects such as communication,
teamwork, leadership and empathy. By integrating the development of these
skills in the curriculum, education becomes more holistic, not just focused on
academics. The holistic approach to learning creates an environment that
supports students' development in various dimensions of life.

b Preparation for the World of Work: Education aims to prepare students for the
world of work. Soft skills such as effective communication, teamwork and
leadership are important aspects of professional success in the modern
workplace. Students who possess these skills will be better equipped to face
challenges in the workplace and make a positive contribution in the work
environment.

¢ Improved Social Skills: Soft skills development helps to improve students'
social skills. The ability to communicate well, cooperate in groups and
understand others' perspectives are key to creating healthy social relationships.
This not only impacts interactions within the school but also equips students
with social skills that are useful throughout their lives.

d Problem Solving and Creativity: Soft skills, such as problem solving and
creativity, play an important role in enhancing students' capacity to think
critically and find innovative solutions. Education that emphasizes the
development of these skills gives students the opportunity to develop their
creative potential and analytical abilities.

e Strengthening Independence: Learning soft skills can also enhance students'
independence. The ability to communicate effectively, manage time and work
independently are invaluable skills in enhancing students' ability to learn
independently and manage their tasks well.

Positive Influence in the School Community: The integration of soft skills creates
a positive atmosphere in the educational environment. Students who have good
interpersonal skills can create an inclusive and supportive community, which in
turn can improve the well-being of the entire school community (Syarifah, 2024).
Through the development of soft skills, education not only provides academic
knowledge and skills, but also equips students with the abilities needed to
comprehensively face the challenges of the modern world. This relevance creates
graduates who are better prepared to face various aspects of life, both in their
careers and in their daily social interactions.

4. Conclusion

In the results of this study, the positive contribution of Islamic Religious
Education in the development of soft skills becomes a significant main point. The
integration of Islamic Education in the education curriculum not only shapes
students' holistic character, but also has a positive impact on interpersonal skills,
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especially in terms of effective communication, teamwork, and ethical leadership.
Islamic Religious Education guides students to not only speak politely and wisely
but also develop empathetic listening skills. In addition, the principles of
solidarity and social responsibility taught in Islamic Religious Education form the
foundation for students to cooperate effectively in groups. The impact of Islamic
Education integration also shapes students' character and morality by enhancing
ethical and moral values in their behavior. Learning Islamic values in the context
of Islamic Religious Education creates students who internalize concepts such as
honesty, justice and simplicity and apply them in their daily lives. In addition,
these positive impacts also include an increase in students' empathy, tolerance and
social responsibility, creating individuals who are not only academically
successful but also contribute positively in society. Overall, the results of this
study confirm that Islamic Religious Education is not just a religious subject, but
also a key pillar in shaping students' character and interpersonal skills. The
integration of Islamic Religious Education has a profound and positive impact,
creating individuals who are intellectually intelligent, have ethical sensitivity, and
strong soft skills, ready to face the complex dynamics of the modern world.
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